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tests can be employed. .Such, for example, are
various disturbances of sensation, hearing with the
pit of the stomach more acutely than when the sound
is made in the usual ways towards the ear, and the
application of the hand of the operator to the body
giving rise to profound sleep or dreams, induced
dreaming &c. Again it is asserted by Heidenhain
and Gritzner that unilateral hypnosis is possible.
Thus stroking the left forehead and, temple caused
immobility of the right arm and leg.
Charcct has pointed that in certain kinds of
hysteria in women there are remarkable unilateral
disturbances or. perversions of sensory impression of
colour. Phenomena of the same kind have been
observed by Cohn, Heidenhain, and others in
hypnotized persons. Thus A. Heidenhain became
completely colour blind in the eye of the cataleptic
side. All colours appeared grey in different degrees
of brightness, from a dirty dark grey to a clear silvery
grey. These facts are interesting as showing per-
verted sensation in the particular individual affected,
but they throw no light on the condition of
hypnotism,
It is evident then that animal .magnetism or
hypnotism is a peculiar physiological condition
excited by perverted, action of certain parts of the
cerebral nervous organs, and that it is not caused by
any occult force emanating from the operator. Whilst
all the phenomena cannot be accounted for, owing
to the imperfect knowledge we possess of the func-
tions of the brain and cord, enough has been stated
to show that just in proportion as our knowledge has
increased has it been possible to give a rational expla-
nation of some of the phenomena. It is also clear
that the perverted condition of the nervous apparatus
of hypnotism is of a serious character, and therefore
that these experiments should not be performed by
ignorant empirics for the sake of gain or with the
view of causing amusement. Nervous persons may
be seriously injured by being subjected to suck
experiments, more especially if they undergo them